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‘Glittering’ works of art take 
centre stage at Katara gallery
An exhibition of 30 intri-

cately crafted works of 
art, each studded with 

Swarovski crystals, emeralds, 
rubies, pearls and other valuable 
stones, has opened at Katara – 
the Cultural Village.

“Each piece of work by Ma-
laysian artist Patric Rozario that 
draws inspiration from the Qa-
tari culture, such as: Dallah, the 

Camel and Arabic Calligraphy,” 
according to a statement from 
Katara. Inaugurated in the pres-
ence of Katara general manager 
Dr Khalid bin Ibrahim al-Sulaiti, 
and other dignitaries yesterday, 
the exhibition in building 18 in 
gallery two at Katara, runs until 
April 14, from 10am to 10pm.

“My art pieces are constantly 
evolving, becoming richer and 

more meaningful, as they are 
inspired by feedback and ideas 
from the buyers and the view-
ers,” said Rozario who prefer to 
create pieces that are ‘dazzling, 
rich, glamorous, colourful, joy-
ful and rare.’

“My eff ort is to evoke happi-
ness, and if possible, heal too. 
The pearl works that I have cre-
ated are considered by many as 

my signature collection. In fact, 
I am so fascinated with pearls 
that I have spent a great deal of 
time studying and researching 
more about the precious stone.” 

The artist not only showcases 
his artworks in exhibitions, but 
also owns studios in London 
and Doha. He has also formed 
two companies, Aesthetic Arts 
Ltd in the UK and Aesthetic Arts 

Design of Qatar, with the aim of 
promoting his artistic pieces.

The works on display are be-
spoke metal coverings conceived 
and created to tastefully deco-
rate interiors and to rewrite the 
concept of sophisticated liv-
ing. These panels glow in bril-
liant designs and colours but 
are versatile, and are guaranteed 
to meet the requirements of the 

most selective and demanding 
interior designers, fi t-out con-
sultants and architects. 

Rozario’s exclusive produc-
tion process includes hand 
painting on metal composite 
panels or solid metal, which 
are then embedded with natu-
ral pearls, Swarovski crystals, 
precious gems, semi-precious 
stones and crystals. These are 

then time-dried and fi nally hand 
coated with special water resist-
ant epoxy resin (which has no 
odour and no volatile organic 
compounds), resulting in an el-
egant and unique form of art. 

Rozario’s creations are par-
ticularly coveted as each work 
is unique and bespoke, with no 
panels identical to each other, 
the statement added.

Artist Rozario explains about one of his works to Katara’s Dr al-Sulaiti and another dignitary. Some of the works by artist Rozario.

Ferrari Qatar leads 70th anniversary celebrations
A parade of Ferrari cars, 

organised by Alfardan 
Sports Motors in col-

laboration with Qatar Tourism 
Authority, Qatar Museums and 
Mawater Centre, offi  cially kicked 
off  the 70th anniversary celebra-
tions of the Italian marque in the 
country. 

With over 50 ‘Cavallino Ram-
pante’ models cruising together 
in the parade, the “exhilarating 
sound of Ferrari engines roared 
through the streets of Doha”, ac-
cording to a press statement. 

This year, Qatar has been se-
lected as the fi rst in the region 
to lead the worldwide festivities 
that are under way to mark Fer-
rari’s seven decades of automo-
tive excellence. Together with 
60 nations across the globe, the 
country will host a spectrum of 
bespoke experiences for Ferrari 
clients and enthusiasts under the 
theme of ‘Driven by Emotion’. 

Alfardan Sports Motors is 
the offi  cial dealer of Ferrari in 
Qatar. As part of the parade, a 
convoy of top-ranging models 
convened at the Ferrari show-
room at The Pearl-Qatar, under 
the Qatari fl ag.  To rev up the 
excitement, the special limited-
edition LaFerrari Aperta made an 
appearance as the symbol of the 
brand’s 70th anniversary, lead-
ing the fl eet across the Doha sky-
line along the Corniche and the 
deserts around before halting at 
Al Zubarah Fort. 

Al Zubarah, the country’s fi rst 

Unesco World Heritage Site, 
played host to an evening featur-
ing a variety of traditional per-
formances, including a gala din-
ner infused with local fl avours. 
Guests were treated to a special 
horse parade, which demon-
strated the common equestrian 
heritage anchoring the Qatari 
culture and Ferrari’s famed logo. 

“We proudly gather here to 
celebrate not just the brand, but 
the extraordinary legacy that it 
has created since 1947. Ferrari 
has always stood as an icon of 
automotive excellence, captivat-
ing our discerning Qatari clients 
with its promise of exclusivity 
and luxury. 

On its 70th year, we are ex-
tremely thrilled to unveil the 
LaFerrari Aperta as the grand 
attraction of the parade. The 

model embodies the core val-
ues of technological innovation, 
performance and style while of-
fering a unique open-top driving 
experience,” said Charly Dagher, 
general manager of Ferrari Qatar, 
Alfardan Sports Motors.

He added, “As the country’s 
trusted importer of Ferrari, our 
customers represent the heart 
of our journey. We reaffi  rm our 
commitment to bring the com-
plete brand experience to Qatar 
and build on its legacy, genera-
tion after generation.” 

A special website, www.fer-
rari70.com, has been launched to 
chronicle the anniversary cele-
brations as they unfold through-
out the year. The site also shares 
the tale of Ferrari’s journey, in-
troducing pivotal moments and 
individuals through its history. Omar Alfardan, president and CEO of Alfardan Group, with the Qatari flag.

The fleet in West Bay.

Expat shutterbug wins award in Qatar category
The judges of the 2017 Sony 
World Photography Awards have 
announced the photograph 
‘Rounded Life’, by Firos Syed, 
as the winner of the Qatar 
National Award. The runners-up 
positions for the Qatar National 
Award were bagged by Emmad 
Mohamed Ahmed Elhag (second 
place) and Abdulhadi Saleh 
Almarri (third place).
The Sony World Photography 
Awards “is the world’s largest 
photography competition” 
and the National Awards is a 
global programme open to 
photographers of all abilities, 
according to a press statement.  
It aims to find the ‘best single 
photograph’ taken a local 
photographer in 65 countries. 
An Indian national based in 
Doha, Syed’s winning piece 
‘Rounded Life’ was placed 
under the category Culture. The 
photograph depicts a daily life of 
a potter. 
Winners and runners-up across 
all 65 National Awards were 
announced yesterday. The 
winning work will be shown 
alongside the awards’ other 
winning and shortlisted images 

at the Sony World Photography 
Awards & Martin Parr – 2017 
Exhibition in London from April 
21 to May 7, and published in the 
annual winners’ book. Produced 
by the World Photography 
Organisation, 2017 sees the 10th 
anniversary of the Sony World 
Photography Awards and a 
decade-long partnership with its 

headline sponsor, Sony. 
The awards recognise and 
reward the best contemporary 
photography captured over the 
last year, and incorporate four 
competitions – Professional, 
Open, Youth and Student Focus. 
The overall winners of the 2017 
Sony World Photography Awards 
will be announced on April 20.

‘Rounded Life’ by Firos Syed.

Festival of Kerala, organised by LuLu Group, was inaugurated by Dr R Seetharaman, Group Chief Executive Off icer of Doha Bank and 
his wife at LuLu Hypermarket, Barwa City last Thursday, in the presence of other guests, LuLu off icials and customers. This festival 
has exhibited a huge variety of more than 500 authentic Kerala street food and food products.

Kerala on a platter
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