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The journey towards ‘Paris 2015’

By Dr R Sectharaman

Hext week (from November 30th to
December l1th! we are going to see
Framce hosting and presiding over the 21st
session of the Conderence of the Parties 1o
the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP2UCMPTD. which is known as
Paris 2005°.

The conference will aim to acheve
a legally bending and unwersal agree-
ment an dimate, with the sm of keeping
global warming below 2°C. According 1o
US National Oceansc and Atmaspheric
Admirestration (NOELAT September 2015
was the hotiest ever recorded worldwade,
thes year and setting 2015 on course 1o
be the hottest year in recorded history
It caiculated a global temperature for
September of E0.E2F (1550, beating the
record set n 2014 The Global warming

and El Nino have once agan attained
sigreficance a they are the contnibutors
to the hotiest year. s we burn fossi
heeks and add more carbon dstide 1o the
astmosphere, we trap more heat on the

Earth's surface. But more than S0 of that
extra heat s absorbed by the oceans. 50,
subtle imeractions between the ocean
and the atmosphere can cause fluctus
bons from year to year

A ghmpze of the hetory reveals
that the UN Framework Comvention on
Cimate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted
during the Rio de Janesro Earth Summst
in 1952, in whach the milesione was the
Kyoto Protocol The Kyoto protocol
winch came mto force in 2005, was
mntended to cover the penod 2008-2012
A longer-term vision was introduced by
the Bak Actson Plan in 2007, which set
timeknes for the negototions towards
reacheng a successor agresment o the
Kyoto Protocol, due to expire in 2012
Aithough Copenhagen, Denmask, did not
result in the adopiion of a new agree-
ment, COPISCMPS in 2009 recogresed
the common obgective of keeping the
morease i global termperature below

FC. Furthermores, industrialised coun-
tries undertook to ramse 5100bn per year
by 2020 to as=st developing countres

n cimate-change adaptaton and mitiga-
tion. Canciin, Mexico, in 2010 made the
FC terget mone tangible by establizhing
dedicated mstitutions on key points, such
as the Green Climate Fund.

I 201 the Durban Platiorm for En
hanced Actson CADPY was adopted whose
mandate i to bring all countnes, both
developed and developing. to the table to
develop "a protocol, another legal instru-
ment or an agreed outcome with legal
force™ applicable to all the States Partics
to the UNFCOOC. This agreement shouid be
adopted in 2015 and mplemented from
2020 Ureil a legaly binding multitateral
agreement 1s implemented in 2020, the
Doha Conference (Qatar) in 2012 estab-
ished a second commetment penoad of the
Kyoto Protocod between 20013-2020, which
was ratified by a pumber of mdustralised

countres. The Climate Change Confier-
ences in Warsaw, Poland, n 2013, and
Lima. Peru, in 2014, enabled essential
progress towards COF21n Paris in 2005
Al the States were irvited to submit their
Intended Natorady Determined Contnibg-
tions (INDCs} towards reducng green-
house gas emissons ahead of COPZT

The owerarcheng goal s a global pact
on curbing emissons to fimit average
Earth warming to 2°C over pre-industnal
Revolution kevels. Developng countries
msist rich ones should lead the way
m shaching emissions because histon-
cally they have emitted more poliubon
Developing nabons also want assurances
of financing to help de-carbonise their
economees and shore up defences aganst
the impacts of superstorms, drought,
flood and sea-level rise.

But industriafised countres haghlight
that emergeng giants such s Chena and
Inda are spewing carbon dimade as they

burn coal to power expanding popula-

ticns and economess. The conference &

also going to hawe discussion in areas
such as private sector adaptation and
mnovation to drive sustainable products
and operation, the mpact of the evobang
carbon pricing on busaness behaviowr
and low carbon project development,
exploring the role of private sector in-
novation and imvestmient i developing
sustainable urban emaronments, the
opportunites and barriers impacting a
more sustanable transport max for ciies,
mnovative new processes and technolo-
gies to reduce the emaronmental mpact
of private sector operations and the
financial kandscape around low carbon
mvestment, examining chmate-speafic
funds and minovations ; traditsanal
financing and msurance
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